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With the November election just a few weeks away, 

voters are taking a serious look at all the candidates 

asking for their support. A group of social studies and 

speech students at Chiawana High School did their 

part to help make sure local voters are informed on 

the issues when they hosted a candidates’ debate be-

tween 4th District Congressman Dan Newhouse and 

his opponent, Clint Didier on Oct. 5 at the Chiawana 

Theatre. 

The candidates 

shared their 

views on a se-

ries of ques-

tions that were 

all prepared by 

Chiawana so-

cial studies 

students. They 

covered a wide 

range of topics 

including agri-

culture, gun 

control, public 

and private 

land use, im-

migration, the 

federal budget and Hanford cleanup. 

A group of about 15 student volunteers helped to put 

on the debate, filling a wide variety of roles. Some 

students greeted community members at the door, 

while others staffed a voter registration table set up by 

the Franklin County Auditor’s office just outside the 

theatre. Several students had speaking roles during 

the debate, which included welcoming the audience, 

leading the pledge of allegiance, and asking the candi-

dates questions and moderating their discussion. 

“We were very pleased with the interest expressed by 

the students,” says Rob Gutierrez, Chiawana’s Social 

Studies department chair who helped the students or-

ganize the debate. 

“They were passion-

ate about the ques-

tions, did an amazing 

job hosting and lead-

ing the event, and 

they enjoyed work-

ing as a team to put 

on the student-led 

debate.” 

This was the third 

debate hosted by 

Chiawana’s social  

studies and speech 

students. The first 

was held in 2014 and 

was also between 

Clint Didier and Dan 

Newhouse. It was the first known U.S. Congressional 

debate organized and hosted by high school students. 

In 2015, the students facilitated a debate between 

school board candidates. 

 

U.S. Representative Dan Newhouse (right) and his opponent, Clint Didier 

(left), listen to instructions from the moderator before their Congressional 

candidates debate which was held inside the Chiawana Theatre on Oct. 5. 
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Thanks to sustained improvement over a five-year 

period in English language arts, math, and graduation 

rates, both Chiawana High School and Pasco High 

School were honored with the 2016 School of Dis-

tinction award. The award was presented by the 

Bellevue-based Center for Educational Effectiveness, 

in partnership with the Association of Education Ser-

vice Districts, the Association of Washington School 

Principals, the Washington Association of School Ad-

ministrators, the Washington State School Directors’ 

Association, and the Washington State Association of 

Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

Educational Service District 123 Superintendent    

Darcy Weisner presented the awards to both schools 

earlier this week. “If you’re a parent, teacher or ad-

ministrator here at Pasco High School, you should be 

extremely proud,” Weisner stated as he presented the 

award to Pasco High Principal Raul Sital at the 

school’s Open House on Oct. 13. “You are part of the 

top five percent of highest performing schools in the 

state of Washington. You’re doing great work with 

our kids and I just want you to know it’s being recog-

nized. Congratulations, it’s well deserved!” 

Chiawana High and Pasco High are two of just 23 

high schools across the state to earn the School of 

Distinction award. A total of 51 elementary schools, 

20 middle/junior high schools, and six alternative 

schools also received the honor. 

Greg Lobdell, CEO of the Center for Educational Ef-

fectiveness also shared his praise for the schools that 

were honored. “Even though the diversity and context 

of the communities served by each of these schools 

across our state are vastly different, the hard work 

represented by this award is the same and the students 

are the real winners.” 

Chiawana, Pasco High Schools Named Schools of Distinction 

Proud of Pasco 

Click HERE to watch a 

video message from  

Superintendent Michelle 

Whitney about Ochoa  

Middle School’s VIP 

Day on Oct. 13. 

Superintendent Michelle Whitney and Pasco High School 

Principal Raul Sital display the 2016 School of Distinction 

award at Pasco High’s Open House on Oct. 13. 

Chiawana Principal John Wallwork (left) accepts the 2016 

School of Distinction award from ESD 123 Superintendent 

Darcy Weisner (right). 

https://youtu.be/oZfjgSn_Izs
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Ochoa Middle School Welcomes Parents, Community at VIP Day 

More than 20 Very Important Patrons and Very 

Interested Parents got up bright and early on Oct. 

13 to see Very Innovative Pasco in action at Ochoa 

Middle School’s VIP Day. Each guest spent the 

morning with an Ochoa student, engaging in class-

room activities and experiencing the exceptional 

qualities that make Pasco an exciting place to work 

and learn. 

Members of Ochoa’s student leadership team 

served as tour guides for the guests, showing off 

some of the great things that students are learning               

and doing at Ochoa Middle School.  
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Guitar students at Pasco High School were treated 

to some one-on-one guidance from a concert gui-

tarist on Oct. 6. Mark Hilliard Wilson with the 

Guitar Orchestra of Seattle spent some time work-

ing with students in the beginning and advanced 

guitar classes at PHS. 

“To be able to have someone with Mark’s talent 

come in and visit our classes, it’s really a unique 

opportunity for our students,” says Matthew Polk, 

who teaches the Beginning Guitar and Advanced 

Guitar classes at PHS. Wilson’s visit was spon-

sored in part by the Classical Guitar Society of the 

Tri-Cities, a group that often helps to secure tick-

ets for students to attend music performances and 

festivals outside of the Tri-Cities area.  

Wilson also visited music classes at McLoughlin, Ochoa and Stevens middle schools during his trip to Pasco. 

If you’d like to watch a short video from his visit with PHS students, click HERE. 

Seattle Orchestra Guitarist Works with PHS, Middle SchoolStudents 

Concert guitarist Mark Hilliard Wilson works with students in 

the Advanced Guitar Class at Pasco High School. 

Volunteers Needed for Enterprise Week 
The Pasco School District’s 17th annual business simulation event 
for high school seniors, Enterprise Week, is Nov. 28-Dec. 2 at the 
TRAC in Pasco. Volunteers are needed to continue to make this valu-
able program a success.  

The weeklong program provides seniors from Chiawana, New Hori-
zons, and Pasco high schools the opportunity to experience the busi-
ness world by developing a new product and working as a company 
team to build a supporting business for that product. 

Company advisors are needed as well as judges. Company advisors 
are assigned a company of 14 to 15 students to mentor through the 
business operating cycle. Advisors are needed daily between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Company advisor duties can also be 
shared if it is not possible to be at the event for all of the required 
hours.  

Judges are needed on Dec. 1 and 2 to review the work of student 
companies in the areas of marketing, human resources, and digital 
story board, and to judge stockholder presentations and the culminating tradeshow. Shifts are two hours or 
less, times vary, and no experience is necessary. 

Volunteers do not need any business experience to play a meaningful part in Enterprise Week. All materials, 
such as scoring sheets, will be provided.  

Enterprise Week provides students the opportunity to work as a team, to think critically, to build leadership 
skills, and to learn about business ethics and the free enterprise system.  

To sign up or for more information, please contact the Enterprise Week office at 543-6727 or visit the Enter-

prise website at http://www.psd1.org/enterprise.             

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sqAeT5Msag
http://www.psd1.org/enterprise
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Interested parents and community members are invited to shape 

the future of Pasco schools at upcoming stakeholder workgroups 

as the District works to refresh and renew the 2016-2019 Strategic 

Improvement Plan.   

Two stakeholder workgroup meetings will be offered, one in Eng-

lish on Nov. 7 and one in Spanish on Nov. 9. Both meetings are 

from 5-8 p.m. at the Booth Education Center, located at 1215     

West Lewis Street in Pasco. Dinner will be provided.  

“Parent and community involvement is critical as we begin to 

align the District’s work with the Board of Directors’ recently 

adopted Outrageous Outcomes,” says Superintendent Michelle 

Whitney. “Help us shape the future for Pasco students.”  

The stakeholder workgroup will include parents, community 

members and district employees and teachers. If you are interested 

in getting involved, please contact Valerie Smith at                 

(509) 546-2801 or by email at VaSmith@psd1.org, by Oct. 28.  

Community Input Needed for Stakeholder workgroup, Strategic Planning 

 
Saluting Students 

McLoughlin Middle School 

student leaders (left to right) 

Megan Mattson, Marlene 

Diaz and Brisa Hernandez 

led the flag salute at the Board 

of Directors meeting on     

October 11. 

 

Outrageous Outcomes 

 100% of all 3rd graders will 

read on grade level in their lan-

guage of instruction  

 100% of students will pass       

Algebra by the end of 9th grade  

 100% of students are engaged 

in extracurricular activities  

 100% of 9th graders will end 

the school year on track for 

graduation  

 100% of students graduate and 

have a career path 

Helping Students in Need 

The Pasco School District would like to send a big 

"thank you" to First Lutheran Church of Pasco. For the 

14th consecutive year, the church has donated dozens of 

pairs of shoes and socks to help students in need. 

This year, the church has collected 134 pairs of shoes 

and socks that will be given out to students throughout 

the district who need them. 

mailto:VaSmith@psd1.org
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Learn More About Pasco Schools on Superintendent’s Bus Tour  

The Pasco School District invites you to  spend the morning with Superinten-

dent Michelle Whitney on a Superintendent’s Bus Tour. The next bus tour 

event is scheduled for Oct. 27 and you’ll get a personalized tour of Whittier 

Elementary and Curie STEM Elementary with Superintendent Whitney. The 

tour starts at 8 a.m. at the Booth Building and continental breakfast and lunch 

will be provided. Translation services are available but seating is limited.  

Registration is required and you can do that by calling (509) 546-2686 or 

emailing PublicAffairs@psd1.org. 

The Chiawana High School Stage Company 

is proud to present “The Diary of Anne 

Frank”, a play adapted by Wendy            

Kesselman from the Pulitzer Prize award-

winning script originally written by Frances 

Goodrich and Albert Hackett. It is based on 

Anne Frank’s memoirs, Anne Frank: The 

Diary of a Young Girl. 

Performances will be held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 

3-4, 10, and 12, inside the Black  Box Thea-

tre at Chiawana High School. The play is 

directed by Todd Westendorf, with cos-

tumes designed by Verna Schwilke. 

Chrissy Wooldridge is the stage manager. 

“The beauty of the story of Anne Frank is 

that she left behind in her diary not the fear 

or the mundane, but the everyday thoughts, 

dreams and ordinary existence of an adoles-

cent girl growing up in extremely difficult 

conditions while struggling with those 

things every adolescent experiences,” 

Westendorf says. “Yet, Anne’s life is far 

from ordinary; it is courageous.” 

Tickets are $8 if purchased in advance from 

the Chiawana ASB office, which is open 

from 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. Tickets are $10 at the door on the 

night of each performance. 

Chiawana Stage Company Presents “The Diary of Anne Frank” 

mailto:PublicAffairs@psd1.org
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Oct. 25: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27: Super intendent’s Bus Tour - Whittier Elementary and         

    Curie STEM Elementary: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Oct. 31: Halloween 

Nov. 6: Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Nov. 8: Boar d of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10: Trimester  Break Day - NO SCHOOL 

           Nov. 11: Veterans Day - NO SCHOOL 

Board Notes 10-11-16 
 
Study Session 

 Randy Nunamaker led a discussion reviewing possible options for the 2017 Bond proposal. 
 
Special Recognition 
 Shane Edinger presented board recognition for the group of librarians who worked through the summer to get new 

curriculum materials ready for teachers and students before the start of the school year. The Support Services team 
was also recognized for their efforts to deliver all those materials to school buildings.  

 
Reports/Discussions: 

 Steve Christensen updated the board on the outcomes and topics that were discussed at the WSSDA Legislative  
Assembly on September 23-24 in Spokane, WA. 

 
Action Items: 
 The Board approved the Superintendent’s Entry Plan. 
 The Board approved Bond Scenario E to be submitted to Pasco voters for a special election in February 2017. Bond 

Scenario E includes construction of Elementary School #16, replacement of Stevens Middle School, construction of 
Elementary School #17, and other projects. The board also added building 6,000 sq. ft. of additional classroom 
space at Curie STEM Elementary to the proposal. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Schematic Design for Elementary School No. 16; Approval of Overnight 
Student Travel to WSSDA Conference in Spokane, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for Chia-
wana High School Marching Band to the Bands of American Northwest Regional Festival in Hillsboro, OR; Approval 
of Carl Perkins Grant Application and Assurances Statements for the 2016-17 School Year; Approval of Delta High 
School 2017 Graduation Date; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School DECA Club and Pasco 
High School DECA Club to the Western Region Leadership Conference in Seattle, WA. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

School 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
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